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Heart for the House
Acts 4:32-5:11

Acts 4:32-5:11
Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said
that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in
common. And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy
person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and
brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was
distributed to each as any had need. Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles
Barnabas (which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, sold a field
that belonged to him and brought the money and laid it at the apostles' feet.

But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, and with his
wife's knowledge he kept back for himself some of the proceeds and brought only a part
of it and laid it at the apostles' feet. But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your
heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the
land? While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it
not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have
not lied to man but to God.” When Ananias heard these words, he fell down and breathed
his last. And great fear came upon all who heard of it. The young men rose and wrapped
him up and carried him out and buried him.

After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had happened.
And Peter said to her, “Tell me whether you sold the land for so much.” And she said, “Yes,
for so much.” But Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed together to test the
Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the
door, and they will carry you out.” Immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her
last. When the young men came in they found her dead, and they carried her out and
buried her beside her husband. And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all
who heard of these things.

Why did God kill Ananias and Sapphira?

- God treats sin within His Church seriously!

So why don’t we die when we sin within the church?

- Forbearance and Mercy



Romans 2:1-5
Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing
judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very
same things. We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such
things. Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice such things and yet
do them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God? Or do you presume on the
riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness is
meant to lead you to repentance? But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are
storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be
revealed.

How can we have a heart for the house when we are sinners?

I have a heart for the house by…

1.) … maintaining unity!

Acts 4:32
Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said
that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in
common.

Ephesians 4:1-6, 11-16
I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to
which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with
one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is
one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your
call— one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and
through all and in all…And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the
shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the
body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that
we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every
wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking
the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ,
from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is
equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself
up in love.

“In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity” is a
common Christian aphorism that calls for unity on core beliefs, liberty in
non-essentials, and love in all things.



I have a heart for the house by…

2.) … refusing to gossip!

1 Corinthians 12:20
For I fear that perhaps when I come I may find you not as I wish, and that you may find
me not as you wish—that perhaps there may be quarreling, jealousy, anger, hostility,
slander, gossip, conceit, and disorder.

Proverbs 16:28
A dishonest man spreads strife and a whisperer separates close friends.

I have a heart for the house by…

3.) … loving one another!

Colossians 3:12-14
Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint
against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must
forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony.

John 13:35
By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.

I have a heart for the house by…

4.) … shining in this dark world!

Matthew 5:14-16
You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a
lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

Philippians 2:14-15
Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and innocent,
children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among
whom you shine as lights in the world.



Gates of Hell shall not prevail!


