Part 1 - The Greatest Story of All Time
Christmas started a long time ago.

Christmas started a long time ago, and the story is still going.

Chapter One – Before Once Upon a Time

We aren’t living in make-believe… we are living in God’s story. 

Titus 1:1-3
Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ to further the faith of God’s elect and their knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness…

…in the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time… 

… and which now at his appointed season he has brought to light through the preaching entrusted to me by the command of God our Savior…

God’s redemptive story isn’t bound by time—it defines it.

Revelation 13:8
All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.

Chapter Two – In the Beginning - the Conflict of Christmas Begins

Genesis 3:14-15
So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life.

And I will put hostility between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers…

He will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”

1 Peter 5:8
Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour.

Ephesians 6:11-13
Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.

For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places.

Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm.

Chapter Three – The Promised One

Genesis 22:7-8
Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?” “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.

“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”

Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.”

Genesis 22:15-18
The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time and said, “I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son…

 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. 

Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.”

Galatians 3:16
The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” meaning many people, but “and to your seed,” meaning one person, who is Christ.

Three Christmas Challenges this Week:

· Don’t leave Jesus in the manger.

· Fight your real enemy! 

· Let God write his story into your story. 
