Part 5 – It’s Complicated
How to win with people, God’s way.

The truth is — in every relationship, there are two broken people.

Winning people, God’s way. 

· You can’t win with people if you forget who you represent.

2 Corinthians 5:20
We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.

· Our words reflect His heart.
· Our actions reflect His character.
· Our relationships reflect His love.

1 Corinthians 11:1
Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.

Ephesians 5:1-2
Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are his dear children. Live a life filled with love, following the example of Christ.

· If we’re going to win with people, we must start talking to the man in the mirror. 

The problem with me is that wherever I go, there I am.
The problem with us is that wherever we go, there we are.

The hardest person to lead is yourself. 

Lamentations 3:40
Let us examine our ways and test them, and let us return to the Lord.

2 Corinthians 13:5
Examine yourselves to see if your faith is genuine. Test yourselves.

Am I acting the way God would want me to act in this relationship?

Psalm 139:23-24
Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

Always evaluate how you need to change before evaluating how others need to.

· Get the right surround sound in your life.

1 Corinthians 15:33
Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.”

You and I are the sum of who we hang out with and who we listen to. 

Look at the people you spend time with, and you’ll see who you’re becoming.

Proverbs 22:24-25
Don’t befriend angry people or associate with hot-tempered people, or you will learn to be like them and endanger your soul.

1 Corinthians 5:9-12
I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people—  not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world. 

But now I am writing to you that you must not associate with anyone who claims to be a brother or sister but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or slanderer, a drunkard or swindler. Do not even eat with such people.

Proverbs 13:20
Walk with the wise and become wise; associate with fools and get in trouble.

· Always fill the tank of others.

Ephesians 4:29
Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.

Don’t just be present in relationships — be positive.

1 Thessalonians 5:11
Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.

Matthew 7:12
So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.

The question I must ask is, “Do I treat others better than they treat me?”

If you want to win with people, represent Christ well.
