Part 1 – Eyewitness
From Denial to Destiny

If I believe Jesus is the Savior of the world… Why do I sometimes hesitate to represent Him?

Real people. Real moments. Real encounters with Jesus.

Moving from denial to destiny.

Luke 22:31-34
“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”

But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.”

Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know me.”

How do we move from denial to destiny? 

· Exchange self-confidence for God-confidence.

Peter had too much confidence in himself and not enough dependence on God.

Proverbs 3:5-6
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.

Where do you need to trust God right now? 

John 18:10
Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear.

· Exchange the world’s weapons for God’s sword.

We miss seeing God’s full destiny for us when we start fighting with our own weapons.

Ephesians 6:17 
Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

Hebrews 4:12
For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

Luke 22:54-62
Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest. Peter followed at a distance. 

And when some there had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. 

A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, “This man was with him.”

But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said.

A little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” “Man, I am not!” Peter replied.

About an hour later another asserted, “Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean.”

Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. 

The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly.

What does God see when he looks at you? 

Hebrews 4:13 
Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.

· Exchange past failures for God’s future.

Mark 16:7
“Now go and tell his disciples, including Peter, that Jesus is going ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him there, just as he told you before he died.”

Jesus wasn’t done with Peter, and he’s not done with you!

Psalm 32:8
I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye on you.

1 Peter 1:6-9
In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 

These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 

