Part 7 – It’s Complicated
Handling Relationships God’s Way

Philippians 1:27 
Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.

In your relationships, are you acting in a way that is worthy of the gospel of Christ? 

God calls us to a higher standard in how we treat people.

Handling relationships God’s way.

How do we handle relationships God’s way?

 Philippians 2:1-2
Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any comfort from his love? Any fellowship together in the Spirit? Are your hearts tender and compassionate?  

Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, and working together with one mind and purpose.

· Protect the unity.

Unity protects the mission.

When unity breaks down, relationships break down.

1 Corinthians 1:10
I appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, to live in harmony with each other. 

Let there be no divisions in the church. Rather, be of one mind, united in thought and purpose.

Romans 12:18
If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.

· Value people the way God does.

Philippians 2:3-4
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.

People matter to God, so they matter to us.

Philippians 2:5
In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

· Have the same attitude as Jesus.

Philippians 2:6-8
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 

And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross!

· Start seeing your relationships as a ministry.

Hebrews 9:26
But he has appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself.

The cross was too costly for us to treat people cheaply.

If the cross shows how much people matter to God, our relationships should reflect that value.

What sacrifice are you making in your relationships to win them to Christ?

You may not stand on a stage… but you stand in relationships. That’s your ministry.

What if your greatest ministry is sitting across the table from you?

If there is to be blessing, there must be sacrifice. A ministry that costs us nothing accomplishes nothing.

Mark 10:45
For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.

The mission isn’t somewhere else — it’s in your relationships.

Matthew 28:19
Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Your relationships aren’t distractions from your purpose — they are your purpose.

Do you have a willingness to sacrifice for the eternity of others? 

God often places our greatest ministry in the relationships right in front of us.


