Part 1 – Victim to Victor
Good News

Are you living as a victim or are you living in victory? 

Victim to Victor

Victory starts with the Good News.

How does Jesus turn victims into victors?

To really appreciate the good news, we must understand the bad news.

The bad news is this: We all royally miss God’s mark. 

Every one of us is guilty of sin before a holy God—and the just penalty for that sin is death and eternal separation from Him.

Romans 3:23
For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.

A victim says, “It’s not my fault. I’m innocent.”

A sinner says, “It’s my fault. I’m guilty.”

We’re not just victims of what’s been done to us—we’re sinners in need of saving.

· We can never be good enough to make our sins right. 

Jeremiah 2:22
“Although you wash yourself with soap and use an abundance of cleansing powder, the stain of your guilt is still before me,” declares the Sovereign Lord.

The soap we use is trying to be a good person. 

The good news is NOT about being a good person, trying harder, cleaning yourself up, getting your life together, or being more religious.

Our biggest problem isn’t what’s happened to us or our performance—it’s what’s in us.

There’s nothing we can do about our sinful heart condition. 

· The good news is that God didn’t leave us in our sin—He sent Jesus to give us victory over it.

John 3:16-17
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

· Jesus paid the debt for our sins on the cross. 

Isaiah 53:3-6
He was despised and rejected— a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. We turned our backs on him and looked the other way.

He was despised, and we did not care. Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down.

And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God, a punishment for his own sins!

But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed.

Colossians 2:13-14
You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins.  

He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross.

He made the payment we could never make by being a good person.

Romans 5:8
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

· The BEST NEWS OF ALL… Jesus didn’t stay dead.

Luke 24:1-6
On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 

They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 

While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 

In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen!

· Too many of us are looking for life in things that are already dead.

Ephesians 2:4-5
But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, that even though we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been saved!)

· Eternal victory can only be found in the risen Jesus. 

John 11:25-26
“I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

· Easter is about the good news, not the good suggestion. 

