Part 2 – Take A Stand – Daniel
Where you stand matters.

Where you stand matters, because in the end, only one kingdom will stand.

Daniel 2:4-12
Then the astrologers answered the king, “May the king live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will interpret it.”

The king replied to the astrologers, “This is what I have firmly decided: If you do not tell me what my dream was and interpret it, I will have you cut into pieces and your houses turned into piles of rubble. 

But if you tell me the dream and explain it, you will receive from me gifts and rewards and great honor. So tell me the dream and interpret it for me.”

Once more they replied, “Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will interpret it.”

Then the king answered, “I am certain that you are trying to gain time, because you realize that this is what I have firmly decided: If you do not tell me the dream, there is only one penalty for you. 

You have conspired to tell me misleading and wicked things, hoping the situation will change. So then, tell me the dream, and I will know that you can interpret it for me.”

The astrologers answered the king, “There is no one on earth who can do what the king asks! No king, however great and mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any magician or enchanter or astrologer. 

What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it to the king except the gods, and they do not live among humans.”

This made the king so angry and furious that he ordered the execution of all the wise men of Babylon.

· There are problems in life that human wisdom cannot fix.

What do you do when you’re standing in a problem you can’t fix? 

Daniel 2:17-19
Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter to his friends Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 

He urged them to plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that he and his friends might not be executed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 

During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God of heaven.

· Don’t stand alone, stand in prayer with godly people.

If you love Jesus, you’re a perfect prayer partner.

Daniel 2:19-20 
During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God of heaven and said:

“Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are his.”

Daniel 2:26-28
The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), “Are you able to tell me what I saw in my dream and interpret it?”

Daniel replied, “No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king the mystery he has asked about, but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. 

He has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come.

· Don’t take credit for what only God can do.

Daniel 2:34-35
While you were watching, a rock was cut out, but not by human hands. It struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and smashed them. 

Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were all broken to pieces and became like chaff on a threshing floor in the summer. The wind swept them away without leaving a trace. 

But the rock that struck the statue became a huge mountain and filled the whole earth.

Daniel 2:44-45
 “In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. 

It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever. 

This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, but not by human hands—a rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces.

“The great God has shown the king what will take place in the future. The dream is true and its interpretation is trustworthy.”

Matthew 4:17
From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

· He is God’s cornerstone.

Psalm 118:22-23
The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.

· He is our sure foundation.

Isaiah 28:16
So this is what the Sovereign Lord says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who relies on it will never be stricken with panic.

· He is the rock of our forgiveness.

Zechariah 3:9
See, the stone I have set in front of Joshua! There are seven eyes on that one stone, and I will engrave an inscription on it,’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘and I will remove the sin of this land in a single day.

· He is the rock of God’s holy mountain.

Isaiah 11:9
They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.

Matthew 6:33
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
