Part 7 – Dressed for Battle
Power your armor with prayer.

· Power your armor with prayer.

Ephesians 6:10-18
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 

Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 

In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 

Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. 

· How do we use prayer to power the armor God has given us?

· Pray in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Prayer is the power muscle that makes us stand dressed for battle.

Jude 20
But you, dear friends, must build each other up in your most holy faith, pray in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Zechariah 4:6
Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty.

· Every victory in your life will start with prayer.

Matthew 6:7-8
 When you pray, don’t babble on and on as the Gentiles do. They think their prayers are answered merely by repeating their words again and again.

Don’t be like them, for your Father knows exactly what you need even before you ask him!

· To pray in the power of the Holy Spirit is to pray in alignment with the will of God.

Romans 8:26-27
The Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 

And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

James 4:2-4
You want what you don’t have, so you scheme and kill to get it. You are jealous of what others have, but you can’t get it, so you fight and wage war to take it away from them. 

Yet you don’t have what you want because you don’t ask God for it. And even when you ask, you don’t get it because your motives are all wrong—you want only what will give you pleasure.

Matthew 6:9-10 
This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”

· The armor of God is most powerful when it operates within the will of God.

· To pray in the power of the Holy Spirit is to follow the Spirit’s leading. 

Romans 8:14
For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God.

Ephesians 6:28
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.

· To pray in the power of the Holy Spirit is to pray for the family of God.

Your needs shouldn’t be the only thing on your prayer list. 

Ephesians 6:18
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.

· It's time to lift up the needs of God's people.

· To pray in the power of the Holy Spirit is to fight the spiritual war!

If you’re not praying, you’re not fighting.

You can pray, or you can panic. 

1 Thessalonians 5:17
Never stop praying.

