Part 6 – Dressed for Battle
Take up the sword!

When was the last time you picked up your Bible?

· It’s time to take up the sword and fight!

No soldier wins a battle without taking up his weapon.

Ephesians 6:10-17 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 

Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 

In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 

Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

If you leave your sword at home, don't be surprised when you lose the battle.

· Why should we take up the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God?

· There’s promised freedom in knowing the truth.

John 8:31-33
Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if you remain faithful to my teachings. And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

Hebrews 4:12 
For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.

Let it never be said that God has recorded a truth in his word that you have never read.

· Picking up the sword protects us from believing the lies. 

2 Timothy 4:1-6
I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word… 

Be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 

For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 

But as for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

· Knowing the truth keeps you from being ashamed of the lies.

2 Timothy 2:15
Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.

· It prepares you to fulfill God’s purpose for your life.

When you face life without knowing God's Word, you are woefully unprepared for the battles you'll face.

2 Timothy 3:16-17
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

· When you take up the sword of the Spirit, God's word becomes your delight and your life.

Psalm 1:1-4
Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers…

But whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who meditates on his law day and night.

That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither—whatever they do prospers.

Proverbs 4:20-23
My son, pay attention to what I say; turn your ear to my words.

Do not let them out of your sight, keep them within your heart; for they are life to those who find them and health to one’s whole body.






