Part 1 – Second Chances – Jonah
It’s time to run to Him.

· You’ve run from God long enough. It’s time to run to Him.

Jonah 1:1-3
Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it, for their evil has come up before me.” 

But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. 

So he paid the fare and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the Lord.

· Is fear keeping you from running to God?

2 Timothy 1:7 
God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.

Psalm 34:4
I sought the Lord, and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears.

· We run to God because the grace Jonah resented is the grace everyone needs.

2 Chronicles 7:14
If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.

Acts 3:19-20
Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, and that he may send the Messiah, who has been appointed for you—even Jesus. 

John 1:12-14
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

· You can choose today to run from God or to be a child of God.

Are you running from God’s call on your life?
 
· We can run from God, but we can’t escape His presence.

Psalm 139:7-12
Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!

If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me.

If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light about me be night,” even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is bright as the day, for darkness is as light with you.

· We can resist God, but we can’t defeat His purpose.

Isaiah 46:8-10
“Remember this and stand firm, recall it to mind, you transgressors, remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other…
    
I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose.”

Philippians 1:6
I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
