Part 4 – Second Chances
There’s Light at the End of the Tunnel

· There’s light at the end of the tunnel.

Jonah 1:17 
Now the Lord provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.

Jonah 2:1-4 
From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the Lord his God. 

He said: “In my distress I called to the Lord, and he answered me. From deep in the realm of the dead I called for help, and you listened to my cry.

You hurled me into the depths, into the very heart of the seas, and the currents swirled about me; all your waves and breakers swept over me.

I said, ‘I have been banished from your sight, yet I will look again toward your holy temple.’

The engulfing waters threatened me, the deep surrounded me; seaweed was wrapped around my head.

To the roots of the mountains I sank down; the earth beneath barred me in forever. 

· Why is Jonah here? 

· Jonah turned away from God.

· Every step away from God is a step deeper into darkness.

· The further you get away from God, the darker life becomes. 

John 3:19-20
This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 

Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed.

· Your worst decision doesn’t have to be your last decision. 

· The bottom is not your destination.

· The darkness is not your destination.

What do you do when you want out of the darkness?

· If you want to move toward the light, start praying in the dark.

Jonah 2:1
From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the Lord his God. 

Psalm 80:3
Restore us, O God; make your face shine on us, that we may be saved.

Jonah 2:7-10 
When my life was ebbing away, I remembered you, Lord, and my prayer rose to you, to your holy temple.

· Jonah could not save himself. Neither can we. 

Ephesians 2:1-5
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 

All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath.

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.

· We often don’t realize Jesus is all we need until He’s all we have.

Jonah 2:8-9
Those who cling to worthless idols turn away from God’s love for them.

But I, with shouts of grateful praise, will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed I will make good. I will say, ‘Salvation comes from the Lord.’”

· Let your life scream: Salvation comes from the Lord.

Acts 4:12
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.

Jonah 2:10
And the Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land.


